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AVA welcomes mulesing pain relief 
 
The Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) today welcomed the granting of a permit 
by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) for a new 
mulesing pain relief product. 
 
“We strongly support the development of products that enhance the welfare of 
animals through the relief of pain,” said Dr Makin. 
 
The APVMA has approved the use of Tri-Solfen, a topical anaesthetic & antiseptic 
solution for pain relief in sheep. 
 
“This has the potential to reduce the pain and discomfort experienced by sheep after 
they have been mulesed. 
 
“Once a permit is approved by the APVMA, the product can be used by both sheep 
producers and/or mulesing contractors under the direction of a registered veterinary 
surgeon and not necessarily by the veterinary surgeon themselves. 
 
“As a result, if the product proves successful, it is expected that use of this process 
could soon become widespread across Australia where mulesing is applied. 
 
The AVA accepts the practice of mulesing as a necessary sheep husbandry 
procedure to prevent breech strike.  Breech strike is a common form of fly strike in 
weaner sheep and ewes, resulting in pain and distress.  At the present time, 
mulesing is the most effective method of preventing breech strike and provides 
lifetime protection. 
 
It is acknowledged that the procedure is accompanied by pain, but there is ample 
evidence in scientific literature that unequivocally establishes the positive health and 
welfare benefits conferred upon sheep in the Australian environment by correct 
mulesing. 
 
“This is a much-anticipated step in the right direction but the Australian Wool industry 
should remain focussed on its commitment to develop and implement an alternative 
to mulesing by 2010. 
 
“AVA policy supports continued research into alternative methods of blowfly control 
that does not involve surgical removal of skin from the breech region,” said Dr Makin. 
 

For further comment contact: 
Dr Matt Makin – National President AVA 

0427 322 282 

Media enquiries: 
Eddie Ripard – Marketing & Communications Manager 

Ph: 0439 628 898 
The Australian Veterinary Association Ltd is the national organisation representing and serving 
the interests of the veterinary profession in Australia.  Founded in 1921, the AVA today 
represents nearly 5,000 members. Its mission is to provide support, identity, fellowship, 
direction and growth to members; expert advice and service to governments; and services to the 
community. 
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